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Tuskegee native Dr. Michele Wise Wright 
will speak at one of Tuskegee University’s graduation cer-
emonies.

Dr. Michele Wright returns home as TU graduation speaker
By GUY RHODES

Editor/Publisher

 Dr. Michele Wise Wright, Ph.D.’s impressive life 
journey that began in Tuskegee will add another 
chapter when she returns to her hometown as one 
of the graduation speakers for the 2022 Com-
mencement exercises at Tuskegee University.
She will deliver the address for the Tuskegee 

University Graduate and Professional Schools 
commencement on Saturday, April 30, at 9:30 
a.m. in the Chappie James Arena on the TU cam-
pus.
Dr. Wright also served as the keynote speaker 

for Tuskegee University’s 2015 Order of the Engi-
neer Spring commencement ceremony when First 
Lady Michelle Obama was that year’s commence-
ment speaker. 
Dr. Wright holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Electrical Engineering from Tuskegee University, 
where she was Miss United Negro College Fund, 
Miss Engineering, President of the Engineering 
Representative Council, and graduated as Elec-
trical Engineering Student of the Year at TU in 
1990.
While at Tuskegee she was also a Martin Mariet-

ta Cooperative Education Student and Scholar, a 
Who’s Who Among Students in American Univer-
sities and Colleges nominee (1989), Outstanding 
Young Woman of America (1989), and a National 
Collegiate Engineering Award winner (1990). She 
is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.

Born at John Andrew Hospital, the daughter 
of Frankie Berry Wise and Garland Wise — who 
still live in Tuskegee — Dr. Wright graduated 

(See DR. WRIGHT, P. 9)
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Macon County Schools Superintendent Dr. Melissa Williams, left, ac-
cepts the keys to a Hyundai Santa Fe from Krista Hawkins of Hyundai, which built 
the Santa Fe at its plant in Hope Hull near Montgomery. The vehicle will be used for 
study by students at the Career Tech Center. 

Hyundai donates Santa Fe to Career Tech
On Friday, April 8, 

Hyundai donated a 
Santa Fe to the Macon 
County Schools’ Ca-
reer Tech Center. 
The vehicle is dis-

abled for driving 
and will be used for 
students to learn 
the intricacies of the 
Santa Fee — includ-
ing how to dismantle 
and reassemble it.
Representatives of 

Hyundai and Macon 
County schools par-
ticipated in the event.

Tuskegee’s ‘Lady K’ advances on American Idol
3UDLVH�ZDV�ÁRZLQJ�6XQGD\�QLJKW�RQ�D�WKUHH�KRXU�

episode of “American Idol,” as the Top 20 singers 
were revealed.
Three contestants from Alabama — Tristen 

Gressett, Cadence Baker and Kezia “Lady K” 
Istonia of Tuskegee — made the cut as the list of 
hopefuls was trimmed from the Top 24. All of the 
Alabama singers received an abundant share of 
kudos, thrilling the judges with their performanc-
es on the ABC reality series.
Here’s the breakdown.

KEZIA “LADY K” ISTONIA

Where’s she from: Grew up in Montgomery, lives 
in Tuskegee.
What she sang: “Love on the Brain” by Rihanna.
Lionel Richie said: “You have shown us all what 

faith is, what compassion is, what spirit is. Thank 
you so much for your lesson, Lady K.”
Katy Perry said: “I looked over there, and I was 

like: Why is Rihanna here? What? Holy crap, 
that’s Lady K. And then I heard you sing that 

song, and I was like: Oh, 
my God, she got access 
to the treasure chest. 
You were just building, 
building, building and 
you are beautiful inside 
and out. And now you 
get to play and shine 
like the goddess that 
you always have been.”
Luke Bryan said: 

“What I was really most 
impressed with is, you 
didn’t get over-singy on 
that. You just came out 

here, you sang the song like you sing it. That’s 
what we try to tell people to do all the time, and 
you’re doing it from your heart, and you’re doing 
it naturally and it’s working. Congrats on being in 
the Top 20.”

Commission establishes fees
for use of recreation centers

By GUY RHODES

Editor/Publisher

Fees have been established for use of Com-
munity Centers operated by the Macon County 
Commission. The fees will be effective May 1, 
2022.
The fees were approved by the Commission 

during its April 11 regular monthly meeting.
The Commission also approved some hires for 

the Sheriff Department, an Alcohol Beverage 
(See FEES, P. 6)

Changes to Macon Commission 
Districts’ after Census announced
By GUY RHODES

Editor/Publisher

Some Macon County voters will 
ÀQG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�QHZ�&RPPLVVLRQ�
Districts after the 2020 Census was 
conducted resulting in some shifts.
According to Macon County Com-

mission Chairman Louis Maxwell 
about 500 total voters will be im-
pacted.
Realignment of the districts was 

done by the South Central Alabama 
Development (SCAD) Commission.

Maxwell said there are no are 

no changes involving District 4, 
which is up for election in 2022. That 
seat is currently vacant following the 
death of Commissioner Mike Berry 
on March 14. 
%HUU\�KDG�TXDOLÀHG�WR�UXQ�IRU�UH-

election prior to his death. He had no 
Democratic opposition for the May 
22 Primary and no Republican quali-
ÀHG�IRU�WKH�3ULPDU\�DQG�WKHUH�ZRQ·W�
be a Republican on the General Elec-
tion ballot in November. 
The Macon County Democratic 

Party Executive Committee is in 
the process of taking applications 
to place a nominee for the District 
4 Commission seat on the General 
Election ballot in November. 

The changes to the Districts are 

as follows:
District 1 cedes to District 2: 

South side of Hunter Street between 
Notasulga Road and Railroad Av-
enue; Dudley Street; Geneva Street; 
and the north side of New York 
Street.

District 1 cedes to District 3: 
South of Washington Avenue from 
Adams Street to Franklin Road; 
South of Franklin Road from Wash-
ington Avenue to Green Street; West 
side of Green Street; 
Gregory Street from Green Street 

intersection to the west; North 
of Montgomery Road from Clark 
Avenue to Adams Street; East of Ad-
ams Street from Montgomery Road 
to Washington Avenue;.
Streets within these boundaries 

include: Scott Street, Logan Street, 
Clark Avenue, Penny Street, Tay-
lor Street, Calloway Street, Logan 
Street (not all of these streets have 
changed, just the portion of these 
streets within the boundary de-
scribed above). 

District 1 cedes to District 2: 
South of Old Montgomery Road from 
Fonville Street to Main Street; West 
of Main Street from Old Montgom-
ery Road to Church Street; North 

(See DISTRICTS, P. 6)

(See AMERICAN IDOL, P. 6)

“Lady K”

Photo of Santa Fe donated to Career Tech



The Tuskegee News, April 21, 2022, Page 9

Brenda Casselberry, D.P.M. 
%RDUG�&HUWL¿HG�³$PHULFDQ�%RDUG�&HUWL¿HG�RI�/RZHU�([WUHPLW\�
6XUJHU\´��6SHFLDOLVW�LQ�'LVHDVH��,QMXU\��DQG�6XUJHU\�RI�WKH�)RRW
����)RQYLOOH�6W��$��7XVNHJHH��$/������
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�RXU�GRFWRU��VWDႇ��RU�SUDFWLFH��SOHDVH�FDOO�XV�DW��������������WRGD\�

April is Foot Care Month

Dr. Wright (From Page 1)
from Tuskegee Institute High School in 1984 
before entering TU.
$V�IRU�UHWXUQLQJ�DV�WKH�À�UVW�%ODFN�IHPDOH�FRP�

mencement speaker who was raised in Tuskegee, 
Dr. Wright is thrilled with the opportunity.
“There is no place like home, because home is 
ZKHUH�WKH�KHDUW�UHVLGHV��0\�ELUWKSODFH�RI�7XVNH�
gee, Alabama is an irreplaceable piece of my 
humble roots and DNA,” Dr. Wright stated.
“As a native Tuskegeean, I am always grateful 

for the gift of returning to Mother Tuskegee to 
spend treasured time with my parents and loved 
ones. As a Tuskegee Alumna, I am ecstatic and 
most honored for the opportunity to once again 
come back to my beloved alma mater as a 2022 
commencement speaker.
´7XVNHJHH�KDV�DQG�ZLOO�IRUHYHU�UHPDLQ�DQ�LQWH�

gral part of not only who I once was and am, but 
WKH�EHVW�RI�ZKR�,�VWLOO�GDUH�WR�EH��%HFDXVH��WKH�
%(67�LV�VWLOO�\HW�WR�FRPH���µ
3URIHVVRU�0DUVKDOO�&DELQHVV�:DVKLQJWRQ�$EX�
ZL��WKH�JUHDW�JUDQGVRQ�RI�%RRNHU�7��:DVKLQJWRQ��
said the following about Dr. Wright’s speaking 
for the commencement.
´%RRNHU�7��:DVKLQJWRQ�GLG�QRW�IRXQG�WKH�

Tuskegee Normal School. Lewis Adams and the 
other community builders founded the Tuskegee 
1RUPDO�6FKRRO��%RRNHU�7��:DVKLQJWRQ�IRXQGHG�
WKH�7XVNHJHH�1RUPDO�6FKRRO�DQG�,QGXVWULDO�,Q�
stitute with a vision to make former slaves and 
their descendants captains of industry,” Abuwi 
pointed out.
“That is the vision that will forever establish 
7XVNHJHH�DV�WKH�SUH�HPLQHQW�LQGXVWULDO�WUDLQ�
ing center for people of color. Dr. Michele Wise 
:ULJKW�LV�WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RI�WKDW�YLVLRQ�DORQJ�
side President Dr. Charlotte Morris and Trustee 
Norma Clayton.”

Dr. Wright’s professional credentials range 
across the spectrum, including being the 2022 
USA Today’s Woman of the Year for the State 
of Arkansas where she and her husband, Terry 
Wright, reside in North Little Rock.
7KH�DQQXDO�86$�7RGD\�:RPHQ�RI�WKH�<HDU�SUR�

gram is a continuation of Women of the Century, 
D������SURMHFW�WKDW�FRPPHPRUDWHG�WKH����WK�DQ�
niversary of women gaining the right to vote.
The following comes from information published 

about Dr. Wright being a speaker at TU and 
from USA Today.
Dr. Wright is the recipient of the Nations of 

Women Change Makers 2021 Global Leadership 
$ZDUG�DQG�D�QRPLQHH�RI�WKH�(YHU\/LIH�)RXQGD�
tion of Rare Diseases’ RareVoice 2021 Award for 
'LYHUVLW\�(PSRZHUPHQW�
6KH�LV�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�%RDUG�&KDLU�RI�WKH�
0LOWRQ�3LWWV�&UHQFKDZ�$YLDWLRQ�7UDLQLQJ�$FDG�
emy (MPCATA), an organization —  named in 
honor of late Tuskegee Airman Milton Pitts 
Crenchaw — with a mission to provide young 
SHRSOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�SXUVXH�FDUHHUV�LQ�DYLD�
tion and the aerospace industry.
In addition, she is also the writer, director, and 
SURGXFHU�RI�WKH������%ODFN�5HHOV�$ZDUGV�DQG�
PXOWLSOH�JOREDO�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�GRFXGUDPD��´���
Years Late.”
'U��:ULJKW�LV�D�PXOWL�GLPHQVLRQDO�VHQLRU�H[HFX�
WLYH�ZLWK�H[SHULHQFH�SURYLGLQJ�G\QDPLF�OHDGHU�
ship in diverse roles, including pharmaceutical/
biotechnology sales, healthcare administration, 
DQG�EXVLQHVV�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�)RUWXQH�����FRP�
SDQLHV�DQG�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�QRQ�SURÀ�W�RUJDQL]D�

tion.
6KH�LV�WKH�&(2�DQG�)RXQGHU�RI�0\�:DWHU�
%XGG\��DQG�0\�/HDUQLQJ�%XGG\��FRUSRUDWLRQV��
6KH�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�DQG�FUHDWRU�RI�7+(�:$7(5�
7$/(6��7HQ�/LIH�/HVVRQV�IURP�0\�:DWHU�%XGG\�
DQG�)DPLO\�FKLOGUHQ·V�ERRN�DQG�SRGFDVW�DQG�KDV�
DXWKRUHG�6RFLDO�(PRWLRQDO�DQG�67(0��6FLHQFH��
7HFKQRORJ\��(QJLQHHULQJ��DQG�0DWKHPDWLFV��
edutainment curriculums.
With advanced degrees in engineering and 

public policy, she is fully committed to diversity 
and inclusion, emphasizing health equity. She 
has championed a diverse range of health equity 
LQLWLDWLYHV�DV�WKH�&R�)RXQGHU��%RDUG�&KDLU��
DQG�6HQLRU�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�
2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�ZLWK�&\VWLF�
)LEURVLV��12$$&)��

Through widespread involvement��SDUW�
nerships, engagement, and outreach, under her 
OHDGHUVKLS��12$$&)�KDV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�KHOSHG�
to ensure that communities of people who are 
%ODFN��,QGLJHQRXV��DQG�3HRSOH�RI�&RORU��%,32&��
DUH�ZHOO�LQIRUPHG�RI�F\VWLF�À�EURVLV·��&)��H[LV�
WHQFH��SUHYDOHQFH��DQG�LPSDFW�RQ�XQGHUUHSUH�
sented communities.
'U��:ULJKW�FR�IRXQGHG�DQG�FR�FKDLUV�WKH�DQ�
QXDO�%ODFNV��,QGLJHQRXV��DQG�2WKHU�0LQRULW\�
(WKQLFLWLHV�ZLWK�5DUH�DQG�*HQHWLF�'LVHDVHV�
�%,20(5*'��&RQIHUHQFH�
$�\HDUO\�HYHQW�KRVWHG�E\�12$$&)��
%,20(5*'�FRLQFLGHV�ZLWK�5DUH�'LVHDVH�'D\�
DQG�%ODFN�+LVWRU\�0RQWK��ZLWK�D�PLVVLRQ�WR�KHOS�
LQFUHDVH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�UDUH�GLVHDVHV�LQ�%,32&�
communities by focusing on one genetic illness 
and one rare disease each year.

�6KH�DOVR�FUHDWHG�DQG�OHG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�GHYHORS�
PHQW�RI�7KH�:ULJKW�&\VWLF�)LEURVLV�6FUHHQLQJ�
Tool© — in both patient and provider versions 
DQG�(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK�WUDQVODWLRQV�³�WR�KHOS�
SHRSOH�VHOI�LGHQWLI\�V\PSWRPV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�
UHODWHG�WR�&)��DV�ZHOO�DV�KHOS�PHGLFDO�SURYLG�
HUV�LGHQWLI\�SHRSOH�ZKR�PD\�KDYH�&)��HVSHFLDOO\�
WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�%,32&�
Simultaneously, Dr. Wright developed and 
ODXQFKHG�WKH�$GYRFDWLQJ�IRU�+HDOWK�(TXLW\�DQG�
$GGUHVVLQJ�'LVSDULWLHV���$+($'��,QLWLDWLYH�
with a mission to increase awareness of health 
GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�PLQRULW\�DQG�XQGHUVHUYHG�FRPPX�
nities and to introduce a successful roadmap and 
advancement strategies toward achieving health 
equity in healthcare, clinical treatment, medical 
diagnosis, and clinical trials across a multitude 
of disadvantaged populations.
6KH�KDV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�WRS�UDQNHG�FRU�
SRUDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�*HQHQWHFK�%LRWHFKQRORJ\�
&RPSDQ\��1RYDUWLV�3KDUPDFHXWLFDOV��3À�]HU�
Pharmaceuticals, and The Procter & Gamble 
Company.
'U��:ULJKW�KDV�DOVR�VHUYHG�ZLWK�WKH�$PHUL�
FDQ�5HG�&URVV�DV�&KLHI�([HFXWLYH�2IÀ�FHU�RI�WKH�
*UHDWHU�2]DUNV�$UNDQVDV�5HJLRQ��*2$5��

In addition to her undergraduate degree 
from Tuskegee, Dr. Wright holds a Ph.D. in 
Public Policy from the University of Arkansas 
DW�)D\HWWHYLOOH��ZLWK�D�GRXEOH�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�
Health and Leadership Policy; and a Master of 
6FLHQFH�GHJUHH�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7HQQHV�
see Space Institute (UTSI), where she chartered 
WKH�1DWLRQDO�6RFLHW\�RI�%ODFN�(QJLQHHUV��16%(��
DQG�ZDV�876,·V�À�UVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�IXOO�WLPH�

VWXGHQW�WR�HDUQ�D�0DVWHU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�(QJLQHHULQJ�
0DQDJHPHQW�,QGXVWULDO�(QJLQHHULQJ�
:LVH�LQLWLDWHG�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�876,·V�À�UVW�
\HDUERRN��6<1(5*<��RI�ZKLFK�VKH�ZDV�WKH�
HGLWRU�LQ�FKLHI�DQG�LQ���������DQG�ZDV�D�À�QDOLVW�
LQ�WKH�´0LVV�%ODFN�7HQQHVVHH�3DJHDQW�µ
Much of Dr. Wright’s career revolves around the 
VWRU\�RI�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�WKHLU�\HDUV�RI�XQNQRZ�
LQJO\�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�F\VWLF�À�EURVLV�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�
VXEMHFW�RI�KHU�À�OP��´���<HDUV�/DWH�µ�7KH�À�OP�ZDV�
RQH�RI�À�YH�QRPLQHHV�IRU�RXWVWDQGLQJ�VKRUW�À�OP�
DW�WKH������%ODFN�5HHO�$ZDUGV�DQG�KDV�UHFHLYHG�
PRUH�WKDQ����DFFRODGHV�IURP�YDULRXV�À�OP�IHVWL�
vals and competitions.
“His story is so important,” Wright says.
She met Terry Wright on a blind date on Nov. 

1, 1999.
Doctors had not suspected Terry Wright had 
F\VWLF�À�EURVLV��7KH�GLVHDVH�LV�UHODWLYHO\�UDUH�
among African American people. She describes 
living through 17 years of “medical hell” that 
would include trips to emergency rooms, days, 
weeks, and nights in hospitals.
With his diagnosis, she has become an advocate 

for diagnosing and living with rare diseases, 
particularly in diverse communities.
6KH�LV�WKH�FR�IRXQGHU�DQG�FKDLU�RI�WKH�QRQ�SURÀ�W�
1DWLRQDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�
ZLWK�&\VWLF�)LEURVLV�
'U��:ULJKW�GRHV�QRW�À�W�WKH�PROG�RI�WKH�KLJKO\�

intelligent person. She is very outgoing. She is 
not shy and has no interest in being the type of 
HQJLQHHU�RU�LQQRYDWRU�WKDW�LV�ORFNHG�LQ�D�WKLQN�
tank. She wants to be with people and to interact 
with them as much as possible.

Dr. Wright told USA Today that she credits 
her parents for their impact on her life.
´7KH\�ZHUH�WKHUH�IRU�PH�IURP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQ�

ning and have never left my side,” she noted.
´,�ZRXOG�QHYHU�IRUJHW�P\�PRWKHU��)UDQNLH�%HUU\�
:LVH��JUDEELQJ�P\�KDQG�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�VL[WHHQ�WR�
WDNH�PH�WR�%XUJHU�.LQJ�LQ�7XVNHJHH�WR�HQFRXU�
age me to begin my career at the earliest time 
possible, nor her jumping on a neighbor’s bike to 
help me turn in a mandatory engineering school 
assignment with minutes to spare.”
“Likewise, I will forever be appreciative of my 
IDWKHU��*DUODQG�:LVH��IRU�À�OOLQJ�RXW�P\�HQJL�
neering scholarship application so that I could 
become an electrical engineer in lieu of a solid 
gold dancer. I will also deeply treasure him 
GULYLQJ�PH���WR���KRXUV�WR�DQG�IURP�2DN�5LGJH��
Tennessee every other semester so that I could 
FR�RS�ZLWK�0DUWLQ�0DULHWWD�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�VDPH�
engineering cooperative education scholarship 
that my dad helped me to secure,” she continues.
“Three decades ago, my dad wisely told me, ‘If 
,�KDYH�VHHQ�DW�DOO�DQG�GRQH�DQ\�DFWLRQV�ZRUWK�
while or made any contributions, it was because 
,�DSSUHFLDWHG��UHVSHFWHG��DQG�HPXODWHG�WKH�OHJD�
cies of my forebears, and was motivated enough 
to stand on their shoulders.’
“How honored, grateful, and humbled am I to 

still have my parents and to stand on both of 
their shoulders as well as the shoulders of the 
many trailblazers who helped to pave the road 
I traveled as I continue to prepare for others to 
stand on my own shoulders.”
'U��:ULJKW·V�OLIH�PDQWUD�LV�´7KH�%HVW�,V�<HW�WR�
&RPH�µ�6KH�SODQV�WR�H[SDQG�WRZDUGV�KHOSLQJ�
and positively impacting children, women, and 
underrepresented populations worldwide.


