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TU graduation returns to a traditional ceremony 
TU News Bureau

For the first time in almost three years, 
Tuskegee University hosted its 2022 Spring 
Commencement Exercises on campus from April 
30-May 7. 
Since the pandemic, this year’s graduation 

marked the first traditional commencement with 
students, parents, faculty, and staff present on 
campus. This spring, nearly 500 students received 
degrees from Tuskegee University, including 47 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) graduates 
and 51 Ph.D. and master’s students from the 
graduate and professional schools.
“To the graduating Class of 2022, you made it. 

It fills my heart with great joy and admiration to 
see so many of our students participating in this 
graduation ceremony,” said Dr. Charlotte Morris, 
Tuskegee University President. 
“We take time out to recognize our graduating 

students’ admiration, dedication, and fortitude. 
They held on, and now their trials become 
their testimony. They are proof positive that 
“success waits patiently for anyone who has the 
determination and strength to seize it,” as quoted 
by Dr. Booker T. Washington.
The week-long celebration started with 

the Graduate and Professional Schools 
Commencement ceremony on April 30, where 
alumnus Michele Wise Wright, Ph.D. ‘90 served 
as the guest speaker. In her remarks to the Class 
of 2022, Wright considered the theme of anatomy, 
using your brain and body to perform motions and 
tasks.
“Let these motions and tasks include not 

only reaching forward to lift up yourself but 
reaching back to lift up others. “You will make an 
invaluable difference not only in your lives but 
for the lives of others and generations to come.” 
Click here to view the Graduate and Professional 
School Commencement Ceremony.
Immediately following the graduate and 

professional school ceremony, The Tuskegee 
University College of Veterinary Medicine Oath 
Ceremony took place in the University Chapel. 
The speaker was Dr. Tiffini Brabham, Class of 
1993 veterinary alumna. Dr. Brabham is also 
President of the Tuskegee Veterinary Alumni 
Association (TVMAA) and a Diplomate in the 
American Board of Toxicology (DABT). 
Dr. Brabham charged the graduates to live a 

“3-Dimensional Life” that strives at cultivating 
personal length, breadth, and height.” To view the 
Veterinary Oath Ceremony from April 30, visit 
Tuskegee University’s YouTube Channel: https://
youtu.be/IOzxKJHPE_g

A Message to the Class of 2022
Dr. David Wilson, President of Morgan 

State University and Tuskegee University 
Alumnus, ‘77, ‘79, gave the University’s 
newest undergraduates a thought-provoking 
Commencement address. Wilson has served as 
the President of Morgan State University since 
2010; throughout his 30-year career in higher 

TU Commencement speaker Dr. David Wilson.

Dr. Michelle Wise Wright, a native of Tuskegee and a Tuskegee University graduate, delivers address for 
the Graduate and Professional Schools Commencement. 

education administration, Wilson has a long 
record of accomplishments and unprecedented 
transformation at Morgan State University.
In his remarks, Wilson urged students to 

use their magical power called the Tuskegee 
education – to transform themselves and to make 
the world and the nation in the vernacular what 
it should be.
“Take your magic, your Tuskegee education, and 

plan to lead your state and nation to be a better 
place,” said Wilson. “I challenge you not just to 
make a difference but be the difference and go 
where no other Tuskegeean has gone before.”
Wilson shared his story of why he chose 

Tuskegee University. “Coming from Marengo 
County, Alabama, I was not supposed to be 
successful, and I was supposed to be a negative 
statistic. An insidious law in Alabama said Black 
children were not required to attend school, and 
my father did not send us to school without any 
degree of regularity.” “However, my dad put a 

rule in place that he would send me to school two 
days a week, but I would have to work three days, 
and he would reverse it the following week. I was 
in the seventh grade before I attended school 
consecutively for five days.”
“When I started Tuskegee, my family had no 

money, but I worked several jobs to make ends 
meet. To make ends meet, I would paint the 
yellow lines on the University’s campus – I even 
struggled academically, but I got it together and 
made it work,” Wilson explained.
“The only place graduates where success 

comes before work is in the dictionary. So, 
you have to work hard for it. So clearly, my 
Tuskegee education has transformed my entire 
life; education was a liberating force, and my 
Tuskegee education literally freed me from a life 
of poverty and deprivation that I experienced 
growing up in Alabama.” “Indeed, my education 
from Mother Tuskegee has made me the man and 
leader I am today,” concluded Wilson.
Dr. Wilson was awarded an honorary Doctorate 

of Humane Letters from the University during 
the 2021 spring commencement ceremony held at 
Crampton Bowl in Montgomery.

Pausing to Remember a Fallen Student
President Charlotte P. Morris honored the late 

baseball athlete and student Douglas Brown, 
a senior from Montgomery, Alabama, during a 
somber moment at the commencement ceremony. 
During the Fall 2021 semester, Brown passed 
away and was just shy of completing his degree.
Brown’s parents, Douglas and Cheryl Brown 

were presented his degree posthumously.  He was 
awarded a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental, 
Natural Resources, and Plant Sciences.  

Commencement Milestones
Other milestones this spring included the School 

Nursing and Allied Health, Capping & Pinning 
Ceremony, Tuskegee University Joint ROTC 
Commissioning Ceremony, and the Tuskegee 
University College of Veterinary Medicine Oath 
Ceremony.


